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Dr Roger Brown

Many of you will already be aware that Dr Brown is currently absent from work on sick leave.  He has unfortunately recently been diagnosed with cancer which has obviously come as a big shock to him and all of us that work with him. We are expecting Dr Brown to be off work for at least six months but may be longer. Dr Brown and his wife want to pass on their thanks for all the cards and well wishes they have received,  I am sure you will all join us in wishing him well through his treatment. 

Doctor changes

On a happier note the practice is pleased to welcome back Dr Senthil Santhanam as a full time permanent salaried GP. Dr Santhanam had previously worked at the practice in 2008/9 whilst he was completing his GP training. He has since been working as a GP in Huddersfield. Dr Santhanam is settling in well and proving popular with patients. 

We also welcome Dr Madhu Navuluri, Dr Aneesha Ahmad and Dr Hadia Aslam who are new GP trainees and will be working with us for a few months. 

Health Care Assistant
We would like to welcome Lynette who is a very experienced Health care assistant. Lynette previously worked with the community nurses for over 5 years and started working in the practice 3 months ago and has settled in well. She is fast becoming very popular with patients.

Lynette works along side the practice nurses and is experienced in wound care, taking bloods, blood pressure monitoring etc. She has just completed training and is now qualified to administer Vitamin B12 injections and flu vaccinations. 

Lynette has appointments at both Northowram and Kos clinic
Flu Clinics

Believe it or not but it is the time of year again for planning flu clinics. It has been decided that this year we are going to run the flu clinics the same as last year so there is no need to make an appointment. We are holding a full day at each surgery when you can just pop in at a time that is convenient to you.

It is hoped that running the clinics this way will be more effective and ensure everyone gets the flu vaccine early in the season.

Clinics will be held at:


Kos Clinic                                    Tues 4th October 2011 from 7.30am until 6pm

Northowram Surgery               Weds 5th October 2011 from 7.30am until 6pm

Patients are welcome to attend either clinic. If you are unable to attend on these dates due to holiday or illness then please contact the surgery. For the patients who are house bound and cannot get to the surgery please ring the surgery to let us know and we will arrange for someone to visit you.

Remember you do not need to ring the surgery if you can attend one of the clinics, just turn up on the day
Mobile numbers

We are hoping to soon be able to text patients as a way of contacting them about results, appointments, reminders etc. In order for this to be an effective system we need to try to ensure that patients mobile numbers are recorded in their notes and that these are up to date. 

We are attaching forms to repeat prescriptions for patients to fill in their contact details and there is also a stack of forms on the reception desk at both Kos clinic and Northowram surgery. We would be grateful if you would mind completing one of these forms for every member of your family and handing it back to one of the receptionists. 

Patient Participation Group

The practice is currently looking for patients to volunteer to join our Patient Participation Group. The practice is looking for patients from all age groups, social and cultural backgrounds to re-establish the patient participation group. 
All that is required is that you attend regularly and participate in open and honest discussion. The partners are keen to involve patients in the development of patient services and care at Northolme. The practice believes that the Patient Participation Group is invaluable in acting as a main interface between patients and the practice. 

If you would like to be a part of the Patient Participation Group or would like to find out more, then please speak to one of the receptionists or contact the surgery to speak to Diane Branford ( Practice Manager) or Jenny Heavyside (Clinical Information Manager)

