
Immunocompromised 

 

Criteria that means patients are classed as immunocompromised (in the cv19 
vaccination program) 

These are patients that have a significantly reduced immune system due to a medical condition or 
medication (immunocompromised).  

The NHS has strict rules for who is eligible to be defined as immunocompromised, when it refers 
to the covid 19 immunisation program.  

The patients that it defines as immunocompromised need a slightly different immunisation 
regime.  

Most patients have 2 doses of injection (8 weeks apart) to complete the primary course and then a 
booster 3 months later.  

Immunocompromised patients need 3 doses (8 weeks apart) and then a booster after 3 months.  

 

 

Medical conditions that mean patients are classed as immunocompromised.  

acute and chronic leukaemia, lymphoma who were under treatment or within 12 months of 
achieving cure at the time of vaccination.  

Patients under follow up for c chronic lymphoproliferative disorder including cancer (for example 
lymphoma, chronic lymphoid leukaemia, myeloma, Walderstroms macroglobulinemia. This list is 
not exhaustive).  

Anyone over 12 with HIV/AIDS with a current CD4 count of under 200.  

Primary or acquired cellular combined immune deficiencies (those with low lymphocytes or 
functional lymphocyte disorder). 

Stem cell transplant in the 24 months before vaccination. 

Those with stem cell transplant over 24 months before vaccination but had ongoing 
immunosuppression or graft vs host disease. 

Persistent agammaglobulinemia (IgG under 3) due to primary immunodeficiency or secondary to 
disease/medication.  

 



Medication that means patients are classed as immunocompromised.  

Patients on immunosuppressant therapy for solid organ transplant at the time of vaccination. 

Those who were receiving or had received in the last 3 months target therapy for autoimmune 
disease (JAK inhibitors, biologic immune modulators including Rituximab, T-cell co-stimulation 
modulators, anti-TNF, soluble TNF receptors, interleukin receptor inhibitors.  

Those who were receiving (or had received in the last 6 months) immunosuppressive 
chemotherapy or radiotherapy at the time of vaccination. 

Patient that had received high dose steroids (over 40mg a day for over 7 days) for any reason in 
the month prior to vaccination. 

Patients that had received at the time of vaccination: 

- High dose steroids (20mg or more prednisolone a day) for more than 10 days in the month 
before the vaccination 

- Long term steroids (10mg or more a day) for more than 4 weeks in the 3 months prior to 
vaccination 

- Methotrexate over 20mg a week oral or subcutaneous injection in the 3 months prior to 
vaccination  

- Azathioprine more than 0.3mg/kg per day in the 3 months prior to vaccination  
- 6-meracptopurine more than 1.5mg/kg per day in the 3 months prior to vaccination 
- Mycophenolate more than 1g per day in the 3 months prior to vaccination  

Certain combination therapies at doses lower than above if taken in combination with other 
medications that reduce immune system (e.g. over 7.5mg prednisolone a day with another 
immunosuppressive medication (but not hydroxychloroquine or Sulphasalazine), any dose 
methotrexate with Leflunomide) in the 3 months prior to vaccination.   


